The following is a detailed summary and transcription of the key proceedings from the Meeting
of the Sport Fisheries Advisory Commission (SFAC), recorded on January 20, 2026.

The meeting was hosted by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and focused
on regulatory updates for the 2026 fishing season, budget allocations, and species management.

I. Call to Order and Administrative Business

Time: 12:58 PM EST.

Opening: The Chair called the meeting to order, following a roll call of commissioners.
Approval of Minutes: The commission reviewed and approved the minutes from the
previous October 2025 meeting.

Announcements: Introduction of new staff members within the Fishing and Boating
Services division.

Il. Legislative and Regulatory Updates

A significant portion of the meeting was dedicated to the 2026 Maryland General Assembly
session and upcoming regulatory changes:

® Striped Bass (Rockfish) Regulations: Discussion on the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) requirements for 2026. Staff noted continued efforts to
reduce fishing mortality. Potential changes for the spring trophy season and summer/fall
slots were debated, with a focus on maintaining consistency across the Chesapeake Bay
jurisdictions.

® Blue Crab Management: Preliminary discussions regarding the 2026 winter dredge
survey (results expected later in the spring) and how the 2025 season performance might
impact upcoming bushel limits.

® Invasive Species: Updates on the "Blue Catfish Incentive" programs. The commission
discussed ways to increase recreational and commercial pressure on blue catfish and
snakeheads to protect native species.

Il1l. Financial Reports and Infrastructure

® Sport Fisheries Budget: An overview of the FY2026 budget was provided, highlighting
funding for fish hatcheries and stock enhancement programs.

@ Artificial Reef Program: Update on the deployment of new materials at several Bay reef
sites scheduled for Summer 2026.

® Public Access: Updates on boat ramp improvements and new ADA-compliant fishing
piers in the Central Region.

IV. Species-Specific Discussions

® Yellow Perch: Staff presented data on the recent spawning runs and
commercial/recreational harvest levels.

@® Oyster Restoration: Briefing on the 5-year sanctuary review and its tangential impacts
on sport fishing habitat.

® Black Sea Bass and Summer Flounder: Review of federal recreational measures and
the "Regional Management" approach for the Mid-Atlantic.

V. Public Comment and Adjournment

@® Public Input: Several recreational anglers expressed concerns regarding the availability
of public access points in the lower Potomac and the timing of the Striped Bass season
closures.



® Closing: The commission set the date for the next meeting (April 2026).
® Adjournment: The meeting concluded at approximately 3:45 PM EST.

Note: For the full verbatim audio, you can access the Archive.org item here. Formal written
minutes are typically posted on the Maryland DNR website 30 days after approval.



